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The Point Selects World-Renowned Firm to Create Unprecedented Master Plan 

Team of global experts with strong local connections to provide critical support for once-in-a-generation project 
 

DRAPER (Dec 17, 2020) –The Point of the Mountain State Land Authority (the Authority) has announced the 
selection of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM) as the lead firm to create a master plan for The Point. The 
announcement comes after a months-long competitive process to solicit proposals from internationally 
recognized planning firms. SOM is one of the largest and most influential architecture, interior design, 
engineering and urban planning firms in the world. They are known for designing some of the most 
technically and environmentally advanced buildings and significant public spaces. SOM’s interdisciplinary 
team of global and local experts include some of the best and brightest minds in the industry.  
 
“SOM and its subconsultants possess the expertise to support The Point’s delivery of an iconic community 
intended to stimulate economic development, preserve the natural environment, improve air quality and 
enhance Utahns’ quality of life,” said Alan Matheson, The Point executive director. “The depth and breadth of 
their planning portfolio is a testament to their capabilities. Their global experience coupled with their strong 
Utah connections makes them the perfect fit for the job.” 
 
A dozen firms initially proposed on the project, and The Point’s selection committee narrowed the field to 
three outstanding finalists: SOM, AECOM and Perkins + Will. To guide their concepts, the Authority provided 
each firm with the results of the recent statewide survey conducted by The Point, as well as a report written 
by The Point’s five working groups. Key survey findings showed Utahns want parks, open space, and trails on 
the site, with an approach to sustainable development that will improve air quality and enhance quality of life. 
The working group report outlined six key vision elements that will be used to inform the creation of the 
master plan: vibrant community, multimodal transportation, economic growth, innovation, sustainability and 
collaboration. 
 
“We were inspired when we received the community survey results and the impressive working group 
reports. It is evident that Utahns have been seriously considering the issues of environmental and social 
sustainability, and the conditions that allow innovation and businesses to thrive,” said Carrie Byles, a partner 
at SOM. “It is this caliber of thought leadership and community support that can make the master plan 
happen and SOM could not be more honored to be part of it.”  
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The Authority is scheduled to start the master planning process early next year, with completion scheduled 
for 2021. Multiple opportunities for public involvement will be available throughout the process. Work to 
create the plan will be divided into five main stages:  
 

• Stage I- Identify Opportunities & Constraints 
• Stage II- Develop Alternatives 
• Stage III- Refine Preferred Alternative 
• Stage IV- Refine Master Plan 
• Stage V- Finalize Master Plan 

 
“SOM is honored to work with state and local officials on this once-in-a-generation strategic initiative to 
prototype a new kind of sustainable innovation community that showcases a breathtaking natural setting and 
resonates authentically with Utah’s unique future-focused spirit,” said Doug Voigt, a partner at SOM. “We 
envision a collection of distinctive and compact transit-connected neighborhoods where everything a person 
needs is within a 15-minute walk. This will be a locally loved and globally respected place with an 
environmentally attuned lifestyle that attracts world class talent and leading companies."  
 
“We are deeply committed to a highly collaborative approach that meaningfully involves the public in the 
process to create the master plan,” said State Representative Lowry Snow, co-chair of The Point of the 
Mountain State Land Authority. “Given the generational significance of what happens at The Point, this is a 
pivotal moment for Utahns to shape the future for their children and grandchildren. We are confident that we 
have selected the right team to make that happen.” 

### 
 

About The Point 
Utahns have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to develop the 600 acres of state-owned property called “The Point” in a way that is 
economically robust and environmentally sustainable. Widely recognized as one of the most important economic development 
opportunities in Utah history, The Point is well-served by vital infrastructure and centrally located at the heart of Utah’s fast-growing 
technology industry. The site offers unprecedented potential to create an innovation hub that catalyzes technological advancement, 
fosters mixed-use urban areas, and preserves parks and open space. The Point’s natural assets provide an opportunity for the site to 
develop in an environmentally friendly way that enhances Utahns’ quality of life. 
 
About The Point of the Mountain State Land Authority 
The Point of the Mountain State Land Authority was established by the Utah State Legislature on May 8, 2018. It is an 11-member 
board composed of state legislators and agency executives, local elected officials and business leaders with a mandate to plan, 
manage and implement development at The Point. 
 
About Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM) is a global collective of architects, designers, engineers, and planners responsible for some of the 
world’s most technically and environmentally advanced buildings and significant public spaces. From a strategic regional plan to a 
single piece of furniture, SOM's designs anticipate change in the way we live, work, and communicate, and have brought lasting value 
to communities around the world. The firm's approach is highly collaborative, and its interdisciplinary team is engaged on a wide 
range of international projects, with creative studios based across the globe.  
 
Get to The Point 
More information, including live-streaming, recordings and materials of all board and working group meetings, is publicly available on 
The Point website at www.thepointutah.org. Follow The Point on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.  
 

http://www.thepointutah.org/
https://thepointutah.org/about/the-board/
https://www.som.com/
http://www.thepointutah.org/
https://www.facebook.com/thepointutah
https://twitter.com/thepointutah
https://www.instagram.com/thepointutah/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbnEavC2vHlkuogOpCOzYGw

